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servants; sirred, and worshipped, and honoured here by a parcel of poor workmen and tenants, that think themselves nothing to me, and are half frighted if they do but see me; and I am in the sight of him that made me, and in my own too, a dog, a monster, a thousand times worse creature than the meanest of them ; for I am a wretch with a soul, and yet know nothing of him that gave it me ; a soul commanded to serve and obey the God that made it, and yet never taught to know him.
There lives a poor ploughman, and yonder lives a poor farmer; they both fare hard and work hard ; how sober, how religious, how serious are they! how are they daily teaching and instructing their children ! and how were they taught and instructed by their parents! and there's scarce a boy of ten years old in their families, but knows more of God and religion than I do; I have been taught nothing, and know nothing but this, that I am under the curse of darkness in the midst of light; ignorance in the midst of knowledge; and have more to give an account of, than a negro of Africa, or a savage of America.
He had wandered so long in these meditations, not minding his way, that he found night coming on, and he scarce knew he was so far from his own house till he looked about him; then he resolved to go back, so he broke off his thoughts awhile, and made little haste homeward. In his way, he necessarily went by a poor labouring man's door, who, with a wife and four children, lived in a small cottage on the waste, where he (the gentleman) was lord of the manor; as he passed by he thought he heard the man's voice, and stepping up close to the door, he perceived that the poor good old man was praying to God with his family; as he said afterwards, his heart sprung in his breast for joy at the occasion.